
Senior Affairs Advisory Board 

Minutes 

Wednesday, June 2, 2004 
 

Meeting was called to order at 11:10 a.m. by Joe Horiye 

Members present:  Millie Acasio, Kathy Aceves, Dolli Cutler, Sam Duran, John Patrick Ford, 
Paulina Gilbert, Joe Horiye, William Liu, Leane Marchese, Rosemary White-Pope, Floyd Willis  
Not present:   None  Staff:  Rudy Fernandez, Diana Gray, Pam Suarez   Guests:  Judith 
Sorrells, Kathy,  Guest Speaker – Vinod Sasidharan, Ph. D.  

Introductions:   Introductions were given by all present at the beginning of the meeting.   
 
Modifications to the Agenda:  There were no modifications to the agenda. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of February 4, 2004 and March 3, 2004 and April 7, 2004 
were approved as submitted with no changes. 
 

Presentation:  Dr. Vinod Sasidharan distributed the Executive Summary of the Research Study 
“Use of Local Government Park and Recreation Services and their Relation to Health”.  The 
four-year, nation-wide study is examining the relationship between the use of local government 
recreation and park services and individual health among adults age 50 and over. Research 
focused on the knowledge and attitudes that exist toward developing a collaborative, integrative 
approach to program design and delivery among local groups identified as stakeholders in the 
promotion of physical activity.  Dr Sasidharan invited the members of SAAB and guests present 
to attend a Focus Group to discuss their perceptions of the needs of the senior population as they 
relate to use of local government park and recreation services.  One of the major outcomes from 
the Focus Group will be the formation of a coalition of various organizations, which will then 
integrate the findings of the survey into their services for seniors.  The Focus Group Meeting is 
scheduled for June 25, 2004 at the War Memorial Building in Balboa Park. 

Public Comment:  There was no public comment. 
 
Old Business: 

 
• Housing Task Force – Leane Marchese reported that the Housing Task Force did not 

meet last month.  However, an important matter involving HUD Section 8 Housing 
was discussed.   A shortfall in funding experienced by the San Diego Housing 
Commission is a direct result of a reduction in federal funding and is impacting the 
local  HUD Section 8 Housing Program.  This is of concern because of the potential 
devastating impact to area seniors and others who receive HUD Section 8 support.  
Leane will research what the local impact will be and bring that information back to 
the board. 
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• Seniors Ride Free – Diana Gray reported that the task force has researched several 
other cities similar to San Diego (i.e., San Jose, Portland, Sacramento, etc.) and found 
that each area had reduced fees but did not have the equivalent of a “Seniors Ride 
Free” program.  Philadelphia does have a program that is subsidized by a lottery that 
allows seniors to ride free.  Diana noted that of the reduced fares in other cities, San 
Diego has the lowest fare for seniors, at $14.00 per month.  Floyd Willis reported on 
the senior transportation program in Denver.  Denver’s program is destination 
oriented, with a set of trips to the museums, Zoo etc. on Monday thru Saturday.  The 
program includes trips to the local markets.  Floyd suggested that the Transit Ad Hoc 
Committee meet in two weeks, to identify the Board’s objectives as it relates to the 
Seniors Ride Free project.  Diana will coordinate the dates of the meeting.  During the 
meeting, several objectives will be identified and brought back to the board at large 
for approval of going forward with inviting Transit Planners from MTS for a 
collaborative meeting for presentation of the Seniors Ride Free concept and a 
dialogue.  

 
• Transportation Survey – Bill Liu updated the Board on the progress of the survey.  

Five hundred interview forms have been completed and the rest are anticipated to be 
completed before the end of the summer.  Floyd Willis requested the Transportation 
Survey findings to be made available to the Board before the August meeting with 
MTDB regarding Seniors Ride Free. 

 
• Website – Diana Gray reported that the site will go active and the Mayor’s 

appointments to the vacant Board positions will be added later.  The website will be 
accessible via the City of San Diego’s website at sandiego.gov, within the 
Community and Economic Development Department site. 

 
• New Business:  Floyd Willis reported that the California Senior Legislature 

representatives have been chosen.  Their task is to create drafts of bills and shape 
legislation.  Floyd asked the Board to coordinate their visit with the September Board 
meeting.  Floyd will furnish the roster of representatives.  They could spend 30-45 
minutes at the SAAB meeting. 

 
Leane Marchese reported that California Wellness Foundation received funding to do 
a Latino Seniors in San Diego needs assessment.  The survey is available on their 
website. 

Announcements/Closing Remarks: 

The June edition of “The Scroll” was distributed.  

Next meeting:  July7, 2004 at 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at the City Administration Building 
located at 202 C Street, 12th Floor Closed Session Room, San Diego, CA 92101. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m. 


